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Charleston, Illinois, a city of some 20,000 inhabitants and home of Eastern
Illinois University holds a unique position in east central Illinois. It is a
relatively sparsely populated area and until recent years has been primarily
agricultural. Industrial and business enterprises have developed slowly
through the years. Charleston's citizens are proud of their community's
accomplishments of the past-but they are looking ahead to a promising
future.
Charleston is located in the east central portion of Illinois, approximately 140
miles from St. Louis, and 200 miles south of Chicago. The altitude is 720 feet
above sea level.
The locale which Charleston and Eastern Illinois University occupy today was
once the southern point of the Great Glacier, accounting for the variation in
topography the area now enjoys. To the north is a fertile prairie, to the south-rolling hills, valleys and timber. The Embarras River flows nearby.
The growth of Eastern Illinois University has been slow and consistent. This
year the enrollment was more than 10,000 students.
In 1893, attention was given to the need for a school in the south central part
of the state, and also some attention to the possibility of a school in the
eastern part of the state. Coles county superintendent John L. Whisnand
appointed a committee of three, consisting of Dr. J. T. Montgomery, C. E.
Watson of Mattoon, and Eli Dudley of Ashmore to study the matter.
The interest in obtaining another normal school in the state resulted in action
by the General Assembly in 1895. That same year a County Teachers
meeting was held in Mattoon, and Charles A. McMurray discussed the need
for an additional school and suggested Mattoon for the location. Charleston
had also formed a committee in an attempt to locate the school in Charleston
and had pledged $75,000 toward the goal.
An important factor instrumental in the decision to locate the school in
Charleston was the offer of free water for the school. Trustees met at
Springfield on September 5, 1895, and the Charleston location was accepted.
On September 7, 1895, the five trustees previously appointed selected a
beautiful forty acre tract of land three-fourths a mile south of the public
square. The citizens of Charleston bought the land and presented it to the
state. On December 2, 1895, the contract was made for the erection of the
first building.
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The following year, on Wednesday, May 27, 1896, the corner stone for what is
called "Old Main" was laid, and the building was erected at a cost of
$180,000. In December 1898, Mr. Livingston C. Lord was named the first
president, and he served in this capacity for thirty-four years. In the Spring of
1899, the faculty had been selected and plans were made to open the school
the following September.
The buildings and grounds were dedicated on August 29, 1899. The school
opened its doors on September 12, 1899, with eleven faculty members, four
critic teachers in the Model School, a librarian, a registrar, and the President,
Mr. Lord. One hundred and twenty-five students registered which increased
to two hundred and forty for the entire year. There were ninety-one men and
one hundred and forty-nine women. There were one hundred and fifty-nine
students in the Model School which brought the total enrollment in all
departments to three hundred and ninety-seven that first year. At the end of
the first year, June, 1900, four students were granted the diploma of the
school upon completion of the course of study. During the summer of 1901, a
six week session was offered for teachers.
Chronological Development of the Program
Manual Training was started at Eastern in 1902 under the direction of Miss
Caroline Forbes who served in this capacity until 1913. The offerings were
handwork courses for the teachers of primary and intermediate grades. The
classes were held in the tower of Old Main. Mr. Harold Diemer also taught
some Manual Training classes from 1909 to 1911.
In 1913, the Manual Training classes moved to the new Model School
Building and courses in woodworking, mechanical drawing, lathe, and pattern
work were added. Miss Caroline Forbes left in 1913 and was replaced by
Alason H. Edgerton who remained just one year. Aden G. Pippett was in
charge of the Manual Training Program from 1914 to 1917. It was during his
tenure that the department name was changed from Manual Training to
Manual Arts. In 1915, Eastern was placed on the accredited list of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.
In 1916, a separate small manual arts building was erected south of the
heating plant, and manual arts classes were held there until a new building
was completed in 1929.
In 1917, C. Alvin Johnson replaced Mr. Pippett as teacher and head of
Manual Arts. He remained just one year. In 1918, Lawrence F. Ashley
assumed responsibility for the Manual Arts Program, and with the exception ·of the year 1920-1921, served until 1938. Homer C. Ingram was the teacher
and acting department head during the year 1920-1921.
The first Teachers College Catalog (April 1, 1921) included Manual Arts along
with Home Economics among the four year curricula. Material from Dr.
Charles Coleman's book, Eastern Illinois State College. Fifty Years of ~
Service indicates that a statement of the 1920 program pointed out that the

2

enactment of the Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act of 1917 had
stimulated high school work in Manual Arts and Home Economics, with a
resulting heavy demand for such teachers. The 1920 statement noted that:
Our present small and poorly constructed Manual Arts Building does
not adequately accommodate our present classes. Our present Home
Economics Department, which occupies a room on the third floor of the
training school building, does not meet our present need. A four-year
course is impossible with the present equipment in these departments.
In our opinion, a new building would materially increase our
attendance by the close of the next biennium.
The 1920 plans were actually realized in two cases: the new heating plant in
1924 and the new Practical Arts Building in 1929. Many important things did
take place in 1921 , however. During this time, a beginning was made in
machine shop practice and forge and foundry work, but a large scale
expansion in the field of metal working had to be delayed until the
construction of new facilities.
The impetus behind the movement for a new and larger Practical Arts
Building came largely from Lawrence F. Ashley, teacher and director of the
department for twenty years. In 1921, he was instrumental in establishing a
two-year curricula for teachers of special subjects including agriculture, art,
home economics, manual arts, and music.
In April 1921, the Normal School News was disturbed because a visiting
committee from the Legislature had failed to visit the inadequate manual arts
building. If they had done so, the News commented, "They would have been
reminded more than ever of our needs." With a much needed larger Manual
Arts Building, the Manual Arts Program could be expanded, and more men
students would be attracted to the school. To the sports conscious News, this
was a matter of urgent importance. (Normal School News, April12, 1921.)
During his first year at Eastern, Mr. Ashley urged the need for a much larger
building to house both the Manual Arts and Home Economics courses.
Manual Arts classes were now taken by both prospective elementary
teachers and by four-year college students who were preparing to teach
manual arts in high school. The resulting overcrowding made new quarters
imperative. Mr. Ashley recalled that during this period, particularly in the
summer sessions, his classes were, "So large that the largest rooms on the
campus were assigned to me--where I had more than ninety students at a
time."
Mr. Ashley found Mr. Lord sympathetic to his desire for a new Practical Arts
building, and he approved the proposal that the request for such a building be
made to the General Assembly in 1921. A great deal of time was taken in
planning this building and the equipment. After some two years of study, the
matter was put before the State Legislature in 1921. The appropriation was
not allowed.
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Mr. Ashley continued working and planning for the new facilities along with his
teaching responsibility. He was assisted in the summer of 1922 by Mr.
Roscoe D. Stanberry, and again in the summer of 1923 by Floyd E. Wilson.
Wayne P. Hughes joined the permanent Manual Arts staff in 1923 and he
remained until 1943.
Two more years of study and cramped quarters caused a bill to be introduced
in the next session of the Legislature in 1923. The bill was voted down again.
Also, to be authorized in 1923 was the conversion of the Manual Arts Building
in use into a new greenhouse. This was never done. The old manual arts
building was used for band instruction for some years and sold and removed
in 1925.
In 1925, many things of interest happened. A bill was introduced again and
this time the building and equipment were allowed. There had been a real
need for new facilities for some years before the authorization with an
appropriation of $170,000 but was not completed until 1929 at a cost of about
$218,000, including equipment.
In 1925, June J. Ashley joined the Manual Arts staff and remained until 1932.
The following summer of 1926, Paul S. Hall taught in the Manual Arts
Department. In 1929, one person received a four year degree in industrial
arts, the first degree to be awarded in this major. This same year 25
diplomas were given for completion of a two year course. After 1926, the
enrollment in the two year course gradually declined until 1931 when this
course was discontinued. During this same period, the four year majors
increased to 48.
The appropriation for the new Practical Arts Building was allowed to lapse,
and it was necessary for the 1927 session of the Legislature to reappropriate
the amount which had lapsed. The bill, as passed, provided less money than
had been originally asked for with the result that the building plans had to be
changed from stone construction to brick. Mr. Ashley recalls that when the
bill was passed with the reduced appropriation, Mr. Lord asked him: "What
do you want to do now, give it up and try again since you can't build of stone
to match the older buildings?" Mr. Ashley replied, "No, the students must be
accommodated and this will give us the space we need even though we have
to build of brick." So Mr. Lord recommended to the Normal School Board that
the appropriation be accepted and that the work on the building be
commenced. Ground was broken for the new Practical Arts Building in the
spring of 1927.
Mr. Ashley was actively concerned in the planning and erection of the
building, and was appointed as state building inspector, without pay, thus
giving him authority over the details of the construction. He has recalled an
amusing incident in connection with the planning of the building, as follows:
"There was a new State Supervising Architect. . . who didn't know
anything about architecture and had to be coached by his employees
for six months before he could pass a required examination. Yet he
4

had ideas of his own about building. One was that no teacher should
have an office. I saw it was no use to argue with him, but I also saw
how I might circumvent him, because he volunteered that there should
be a great deal of storage space. So everywhere I wanted a teachers
office, I called it a closet and he approved." (from Mr. Ashley's letter.)
As a state inspector, Mr. Ashley was able to insist on the use of only the best
materials. On one occasion he found that inferior brick was being used. He
required much work to be done over, which the contractor had not counted
on. As a consequence, before he got through he was bankrupt. Construction
of the new Practical Arts Building was slow, and it was not until the Spring of
1929 that the building was completed. It was the Fall of 1929 before
everything was in its place and running smoothly. President Lord left all the
details of planning to Mr. Ashley and he summarized the story of securing the
building in a teacher college bulletin in 1930. (L. F. Ashley: "Practical Arts at
the Eastern State Teachers College at Charleston." Teachers College Bulletin
No. 109, July 1, 1930, p. 13.)
With the completion of the Practical Arts Building, both the manual arts (or
industrial arts, as it came to be known about this time) and the home
economics departments were able to expand their offerings and to provide
training which created a demand for the graduates who had majored in these
fields.
In the Fall of 1927, Vick L. Langford joined the Manual Arts staff and stayed
until 1930. Harry R. Jackson taught the summer session in Manual Arts in
1927.
A committee of the North Central Association met in Chicago in March, 1928.
Eastern received a class A listing as a college, and was recognized as a
class A teachers college by the American Association of Teachers Colleges.
A 72 acre tract of land was added to the campus in 1921 through an
appropriation of $21,000 made by the 57th General Assembly.
In 1931, the two year diploma in industrial arts was discontinued. In 1931,
Russell Landis joined the department staff and he remained until 1937 when
he took leave. He was to return later. Neal A. Adkins joined the staff in 19321933. It was also about the year 1932 that the "Industrial Arts Club" was
founded, and the year 1933 brought the establishment of the Epsilon Pi Tau
(EPT) honorary fraternity.
Iota Chapter of EPT was installed on Eastern's campus May 25, 1933, as the
eighth chapter of the International Organization which has since expanded to
81 + chapters in 40 nations with 20,000+ members.
Since 1933, Iota Chapter has initiated over 400 members with 100 paid-up
memberships at the present time. During the 40 years of existence, the
chapter has had five trustees: Dr. Lawrence F. Ashley; Dr. Wayne P.
Hughes, formerly with the National Safety Council; Dr. Russell H. Landis,
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1946-1959; Dr. Charles A. Elliott, 1959 to 1973; and Dr. Robert B.
Sonderman, 1973 to present. In 1986, Louis Butler was assigned as cotrustee with Dr. Sonderman.
President Lord died on May 15, 1933, in his 35th year as president, and at
the age of 82 years. The following September 25th, Dr. Robert Guy Buzzard
was selected as the second president. The Practical Arts Building was the
last major building added to Eastern's campus during the thirty-four years of
Mr. Lord's presidency.
The program in the new facilities continued to expand, and Ralph Willis Sharp
came to teach a summer session in 1935. Merlin Raymond Wagner joined
the staff in 1937 and remained until 1939. Oliver William Fisher also joined
the staff in 1937, and he remained until 1941. In 1938, John Allan McClure
came to teach for one year, and Shelby S. Shake joined the staff. Mr. Shake
remained until 1941. It was also in 1938 that Dr. Walter A. Klehm came to
Eastern. In 1939, Clarence Marion White came to Eastern and remained until
1941. Dr. Ewell Fowler joined the staff in 1941.
The completion of the Science Building in 1940 ended Eastern's pre-war
effort. In 1943, a committee summarized Eastern's building needs which
included plans for a twenty-five year program. Included in these plans was
the remodeling of the Practical Arts Building to give additional room to the
Home Economics Department and to provide room for a cafeteria. Among
the proposed buildings was a vocational education building to be erected on a
site west and south of the heating plant. Industrial arts was to occupy the first
floor, home economics the second floor, and business education the third
floor. In September 1944, the planning commission gave priority ratings to
proposed building including the vocational education building. The following
January, the Commission recommended to Governor Green a post-war public
works program but excluded the vocational education unit.
Starting on November 18, 1940, and continuing until June 1, 1944, the
Industrial Arts Department, headed by Dr. Walter A. Klehm, in cooperation
with the Illinois State Board of Vocational Education and the Illinois State
Employment Service, gave training in machine tool operation to 519 workers.
Each received 300 hours of instruction. The industrial arts department's
machine shop equipment was supplemented by tools and materials furnished
by the Federal Government. Before the outbreak of the war, afternoon and
night classes were held daily. In January 1942, a third class in the morning
was added, and soon the program was operating on a twenty-four hour basis
with three full time instructors. Many of the students receiving this training
were employed, some at a considerable distance from Charleston, and drove
to Eastern after doing a days work. Those who received this training
obtained work in war plants all over the country. In October 1942, this
program was opened to women, who upon completion of the course, also
received plant jobs. By the following February, one third of the trainees were
women. Such was the demand for trained workers that in many cases
students received war plant jobs before completing the full course.
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The Industrial Arts Department made other contributions to both the "defense
program" and the ''war effort". From September 1938 to September 1941,
Mr. Shelby Shake of the department trained 127 young men enrolled by the
National Youth Administration in woodwork, drafting, and metalwork. Dr.
Walter A. Klehm, Department Head, organized and supervised vocational
training for out-of-school youth for the NYA at Danville, Charleston, Mattoon,
Oblong, and Mt. Vernon from January 1 to July 1, 1940. From May 1 to
September 1, 1941 , Dr. Klehm also supervised a training program for factory
foremen at Peoria. Charles A. Elliott also taught in the NYA program from
February 1941 to January 1942 and National Defense courses from January
1942 to October 1942. In 1942, Dr. Russell Landis of the Industrial Arts
Department conducted a three month class in blueprint reading for
employees of the Atlas Diesel Plant at Mattoon.
During these years, under the leadership of Dr. Walter Klehm, the Department
broadened its scope to assist the war effort. Aside from military service by
students, former students, and faculty, Eastern's most direct contribution to
the war was the War Production Training Program for workers by the
Industrial Arts Department, and the War Training Service Program which used
the school and the Charleston Airport to train Army ana Navy pilots under
auspices of the Civil Aeronautics Authority and Armed Services.
A primary Navy pilot training program was started in July 1942. Charleston
airport provided 40 hours of flight instruction and the college provided 240
hours of "ground school". Among the participants in this program was Dr.
Russell Landis of the Industrial Arts college faculty. The original coordinator
for the program was Dr. Wayne P. Hughes of the Industrial Arts Department.
In December 1942, the program became known as the War Training Service,
and Dr. Kevin J. Guinagh succeeded Dr. Hughes as coordinator in 1943. A
total of about 70 fliers were trained through the War Training Service Program
at Eastern which was continued until the summer of 1943.
The reduced enrollment at Eastern due to war made it possible for a number
of Eastern teachers to leave the campus for important war related work
elsewhere. Among those were Dr. Wayne P. Hughes who went to the
National Safety Council, and Dr. Russell Landis who assisted the U. S. Office
of Education in its War-Service Ship Training Program. Ewell Fowler entered
the armed services in January 1944 where he remained until October 1945.
Immediately following the war, the enrollment in the Industrial Arts
Department increased and additional staff members were added. John Owen
Harlan served in the school year 1944-45. Robert B. Thrall joined the staff in
1945 along with Norbert Henry Koch who stayed just one year.
Cornelius Versteeg came to Eastern to teach for the school year 1946-47 and
Otho J. Quick joined the staff that same year. The following year, 1947-48,
Ralph 0. Gallington taught in the department. It was at this time that the
school name was changed from ''The Eastern Illinois State Teachers College"
to "Eastern Illinois State College" by act of the General Assembly, approved
July21, 1947.
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In 1948, Harry B. Gunderson joined the Industrial Arts Department. In the fall
quarter of 1948, there was a total of 100 students majoring in the department.
The department then consisted of six teachers including the department
head. These teachers, in addition to Walter Klehm, were Russell landis,
Ewell Weldon Fowler, Harry B. Gunderson, Charles Arthur Elliott, and Robert
Bates Thrall. It is interesting to note that there was, in prospect at Eastern at
this time, an expansion of the Vocational Training Program which was to
involve industrial arts, home economics, and business education.
In 1950, Glen S. Duncan joined the industrial arts staff and remained until
1956. The 1950 summer session Bulletin announced plans for offering a fifth
year of work leading to a M.S. in Education. In the summer session of 1951,
the industrial arts department participated. The first master's candidate was
George Eacott in 1953. Four more master's candidates received M.S. in
education degrees in 1954. They were, Don Montgomery, Dale Robinson,
Raymond Griffin, and William lsom.
There was little change in the industrial arts staff until 1956 when Harry
Gunderson, Otho Quick, and Glen Duncan left. They were replaced in the fall
of 1956 by Rex E. Ray, Robert B. Sonderman, and Clifford H. Erwin. Robert
B. Thrall also returned to teach in the fall of 1956. There were, however,
many changes in departmental offerings and curriculum improvements under
the direction of Walter A. Klehm. President Guy Buzzard retired during 1956
and Dr. Quincy Doudna became the new President of Eastern.
In his inaugural address in 1957, President Quincy Doudna outlined an
organizational plan for Eastern. The outline included plans for a School of
Industrial Arts Teacher Education and a School of Technical Education within
the University. This year also brought a change in name from "Eastern Illinois
State College" to Eastern Illinois University.
In 1957, Wayne D. Coleman joined the staff followed by Raymond Griffin in
1958. In the school year 1958-1959, a committee chaired by Rex.E. Ray
surveyed high school seniors to determine the interest in a technical
education p'rogram at Eastern. Also in 1959, the Industrial Arts Department
elected the first Graduate Assistant, Roger Keith lawson.
Gerald Nestle joined the staff in 1963 and remained until1967. · Rex E. Ray
left in the spring of 1963. During the 1962-1963 school year, Wayne D.
Coleman was given released time from teaching to study four-year technical
programs and recommend a curriculum for Eastern.
During the 1964-1965 school year, the Industrial Technology Program was
approved by the Council on Academic Affairs and the Teachers College
Board. It was approved in June 1965 by the Board of Higher Education.
Three options were approved: Light Building Construction, Electronics, and
Metals.
During the summer of 1964, planning for a new Applied Arts-Education
Center was undertaken in earnest under the direction of Walter A. Klehm.
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The industrial arts staff was asked to submit plans for the quarters needed in
the new building. The staff prepared layouts for the floor space it desired
including major equipment location. The architects then put these requests
together to form a floor plan.
It was the original intent that the School of Business was to share quarters in
this building. Due to the total square feet of floor space needed by the rapidly
growing School of Business, the architects soon discovered that adequate
funds for quarters for the School of Business, Home Economics, and
Industrial Arts simply were not available.
After some short delay, it was decided that the School of Business would not
share quarters in this building but instead the Faculty for Professional
Education be substituted.
Bids were secured and it was found that they exceeded funds available by
about $250,000. This was due in part to increased costs accruing from the
five year postponement to build the building after funds were available.
Decisions had to be made to reduce the cost of the building. After more
discussion, it was decided to build the AAEC in two phases. In order to
reduce costs without impairing the planned efficiency of the building, it was
decided and agreed upon to omit that part of the building to be occupied by
industrial arts that lay east of the north-south corridor. This made possible
the construction of Phase I. Additional funds for Phase II had to be obtained.
The next session of the legislature took care of this. In 1966, work was
begun on construction of Phase II of the Applied Arts-Education Center.
The building was completed in 1968--offering the instructors teaching therein
a pleasant environment, adequate working space, more teaching stations,
and much new equipment. Class sizes increased to 20-24 students.
In 1965, Russell Landis retired and was replaced by C. E. Strandberg.
Charles W. Watson also joined the staff in 1965 replacing Robert Thrall who.
went on sick leave during the summer of 1965.
In September of 1966, the first students were enrolled in Industrial
Technology. Wayne D. Coleman was named head of the newly created
department in March 1967. It was at this time that the departments were
officially organized into a School of Industrial Arts and Technology. In 1967,
Dr. Klehm was named Dean of the School of Industrial Arts and Technology.
The first graduate of the Industrial Technology Program was a student from
Hyderbad, India, in 1969, Sardar Masood Shah Kahn.
In 1967, Dean A. Teal joined Eastern's faculty and remained until1970. The
following year, 1968, Bryan Shuster joined the staff in the field of metals and
remained until 1975. In 1969, Nancy Neff was hired as a substitute teacher
for one year in the field of crafts.
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During the summer of 1968, the School of Industrial Arts and Technology
received a grant of $42,688 by the United States Office of Education for an
Institute for Advanced study in Industrial Arts for Elementary Teachers. The
institute was planned and written by Dr. Sonderman. Dr. Griffin directed the
institute with Mr. Watson acting as assistant director.
In 1970, Wayne D. Coleman was elected Dean of the School of Industrial Arts
and Technology following the retirement of Walter A. Klehm and .remained in
that position until 1975 when he returned to full-time teaching.
Robert B. Sonderman was elected head of the Industrial Arts Education
department in 1970 where he served until 1975 when he returned to full-time
teaching.
In 1970, Ming Land came to Eastern to substitute for Charles Watson who
was on a sabbatical leave until 1971. Howard Nelms joined the faculty in
1970. Anthony Schwaller also joined that year (1970) to develop a
concentration in power technology. Jim R. Tammen received his Master's
degree from Eastern in 1971 and joined the staff that same year in the field of
electronics, where he remained until 1976.
Dr. Gilbert C. Fite became the fourth active president of Eastern Illinois
University in September of 1971. President Fite came to Eastern from the
University of Oklahoma. He was formally installed as President of Eastern
Illinois University on Sunday, May 21, 1972.
Jim Tammen took a leave of absence to pursue graduate work during the
school term 1973-1974. He was replaced by Claude McCullough in the
electronics area who stayed until 1975. Howard Nelms went on a leave of
absence in 1975. The first female graduate from the Department of Industrial
Education was Carol Ann Thomas in 1973, followed by Marilyn J. Roberson
in 1974. Both of these young ladies are members of Epsilon Pi Tau.
The first female graduate from the Department of Industrial Education was
Carol Ann Thomas in 1973, followed by Marilyn J. Roberson in 1974. Both of
these young ladies are members of Epsilon Pi Tau.
In 1975, Dr. Donald P. Lauda was appointed as Dean, School of Industrial
Arts and Technology.
Ron Jones joined the staff in 1975 to replace Bryan Shuster in the metals
area. John R. Wright joined the staff in 1976. Jim Tammen resigned in 1976
and three substitutes were hired to replace him during the academic year.
They were Robert L. Laursen and David Peterson from Parkland College in
Champaign, and John Feterl from the Charleston Community School Unit.
Dr. Fite resigned as president of Eastern in 1976 and Dr. Daniel E. Marvin,
Jr. became the fifth and youngest active president of Eastern Illinois
University during ceremonies October 19, 1977.
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In 1976, Dr. Strandberg received a grant from DAVTE to provide internships
for area vocational college and community college teachers. Dr. Strandberg
was given one-half time release to direct this project and Ron Jones assumed
a half time teaching load in communications.
Dr. John Messer became a member of Eastern's staff in August of 1977 in the
electronics area. Paul Kuchenmeister was hired in 1977 on a one-half time
basis to replace Dr. Strandberg who once again was awar~ed a grant from
DAVTE. Dr. Nelms also received a one-half time grant in 1977 from DAVTE
in construction trades. Dr. Erwin received a sabbatical leave in 1977 and Dr.
Nelms received a sabbatical leave the spring of 1978.
Anthony Schwaller resigned in 1978 and Dr. Richard Kleine joined our staff in
the Energy Laboratory in the power area. Bruce Dallman also joined the staff
in 1978 in a temporary position substituting for Dr. Nelms who was awarded a
full-time grant from DAVTE to complete the Construction Trades study. Paul
Kuchenmeister remained as substitute one-half time for Dr. Strandberg who
received another one-half time grant from DAVTE.
The academic year 1976-1977 brought many changes in the School of
Industrial Arts and Technology. The industrial arts program was changed to
reflect a study of technology as its discipline base. This "systems" approach
called for new degree requirements including a systems approach for
studying in the areas of production, communications, and energy.
Accompanying this change was a facility renovation including the removal of
three walls in order to provide three large open-space laboratories.
Changes during the 1976-1977 year also included the addition of another
Masters degree option. This option is called M.S. in Technology and is
designed to provide graduate level work for those individuals interested in
advanced study industry. The program is competency based with each
student designing a program to fit individual needs. Many new courses were
added to accommodate this new degree.
Also during this year, the name of the school was changed to the School of
Technology; and the term Industrial Arts was changed to Technology
Education. These terms were chosen in order to reflect contemporary society
and its technological component. The purpose of the new education degree
however is the same, that is to prepare teachers for the public schools of
Illinois.
Many course changes were made in the next three years in all programs in
an effort to update the programs. New staff members were hired to teach
many of these changes. Dr. larry Helsel was hired in 1980 to coordinate and
teach in the production laboratory. Dr. Frank Trocki (1981-1985) joined the
staff in the area of communications. David Moore (1980-1981), Rick Hudson
(1982-1984), lrv Smith (1983-1985), Ali Kashef (1984-1985), and Harry
McDonald (1984-1985) served as temporary staff during a period of
reorganization.
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In 1983, the Industrial Technology program was accredited by the National
Association of Industrial Technology (NAIT). The initial accreditation was for
a period of four years. In August of 1983, Dr. Lauda resigned as Dean of the
School of Technology after eight years of service to the University. Dr. Lauda
accepted a position at California State University in Long Beach California as
Dean of the School of Applied Arts and Sciences. Dr. John R. Wright was
appointed acting Dean. Dr. Wright served in that capacity until March of
1984. Dr. Wright accepted a position as Associate Dean at California
University of Pennsylvania.
In 1984, Dr. Dan Marvin resigned as President and Dr. Stanley Rives was
appointed President.
In 1984, President Stanley Rives reorganized the School of Technology and
the School of Home Economics into the College of Applied Sciences which
also included Military Science and Career Occupations. Dr. Barbara Owens
was appointed Dean of the College in 1984. Dr. Larry Helsel was appointed
Assistant Dean/Chairperson of the School of Technology. Dr. Wayne D.
Coleman was appointed Program Coordinator of Industrial Technology and
Dr. Raymond Griffin was appointed Program Coordinator of Technology
Education. Dr. C. E. Strandberg was appointed Program Coordinator of the
Masters Degree Program.
In 1984, Mr. Louis Butler and Mr. Mahyar lzadi were hired as temporary
faculty. Mr. Butler filled a vacancy in power and energy and Mr. lzadi was
hired to teach core courses in Industrial Technology. Both Mr. Butler and Mr.
lzadi were given tenure-track appointments in 1986. In 1985, Frank Trocki
and Ron Jones resigned and Ron Sutliff and Tom Waskom joined the faculty.
In 1986, Morteza Toosi and Deborah Woodley joined the faculty.
Also, in 1986, the Industrial Technology Curriculum approved a proposal for a
Manufacturing Technology option to the Industrial Technology program. This
option was formally ,approved by the Board of Governors in October of 1986.
Seven new courses were approved as part of the proposal for the new option.
Mr. Mahyar lzadi and Dr. Larry Helsel prepared the proposal and course
outlines for the option in Manufacturing Technology. Mr. Mori Toosi was hired
to teach several of the new courses in Manufacturing Technology.
In 1987, the Industrial Technology Program was reaccredited by the National
Association of Industrial Technology for the maximum period granted by NAIT,
six years.
Emeritus Faculty
The School of Technology at Eastern Illinois University has been fortunate to
have teachers who are dedicated to the field of education. Information
concerning those who retired in the service of the School follows:
Dr. Russell Landis retired in 1965. He served the School and the university a
total of 35 years; longer than anyone in the history of the School of Industrial
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Arts and Technology. He was an active and dedicated teacher.
Dr. Walter Klehm retired in 1970. In the course of thirty-two years, Dr. Klehm
watched a small department in a small Normal School of a few hundred
students grow into one of the most influential departments in a college with an
enrollment of over 8,000. He not only watched the growth but was very much
a part of it and is one of the recognized leaders in the field. He certainly built
one of the better Industrial Arts Departments in this country.
His retirement message appears in the appendix. In December 1972, an
honorary membership was conferred on Dr. Walter A. Klehm, Dean Emeritus,
School of Industrial Arts and Technology at Eastern Illinois University tor 32
years, by the National Association of Industrial and Technical Teacher
Educators.
Dr. Charles A. Elliott retired in 1973. He is another teacher whose energy,
ability, and leadership was evident through his 28 years of dedication to the
Industrial Arts Department at Eastern Illinois University. Dr. Elliott, a graduate
of Eastern in 1931 , was Trustee for the Iota Chapter of Epsilon Pi Tau from
1957-1973. The progress of the Industrial Arts DepartiT)ent testifies to the
dedication and academic ability of Dr. Charles Elliott.
Dr. Ewell W. Fowler retired in 1974. He has been a significant factor in the
development of the program through the years, having been active tor 33
years. His name will always be closely associated with the woodworking
area. Dr. Sonderman states that Dr. Fowler is one of a kind. He is a true
craftsman with unmatched skill and unbounded patience, known as a fountain
of knowledge the task is the extraction process--he does not spoonfeed
instruction. His firm convictions, educational expertise, and his professional
stature will be a legacy for the department, school, and community.
Dr. C. H. Erwin retired in 1980. Dr. Erwin came to Eastern in 1956 to teach in
the area of graphics. During his 24 years at Eastern, Dr. Erwin taught most of
the architectural drafting courses. He was instrumental in setting up the
construction option for the new industrial technology program. Dr. Erwin
coordinated students and taught the methods course for several years.
Dr. Raymond Griffin retired in 1987 after 29 years with the university. He was
a graduate of Eastern in 1950 and was one of the first four masters degree
graduates in 1954. Dr. Griffin taught in the new Buzzard Laboratory School
until its closing. Following the closing of the laboratory school, he served as
teacher of professional courses and coordinator of student teachers. During
1984-1987, Dr. Griffin served as program coordinator of Technology
Education.
APPENDIX
An Overview
As the twilight of one's career approaches, he unconsciously develops a
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philosophical attitude. This appears to be a state of mind overtaking me.
After 44 years at teaching, a good question might be--"Well what do you have
to say?" Really, nothing that is earth-shaking. There have been many joys
and satisfaction and relatively few disappointments through the years. The
State of Illinois through Eastern Illinois University has been good to me. For
this, I am grateful.
Through these 44 years, there has been a steady parade of youth passing
through. Nearly all of them are fine young men and women. Many have
surprised you with their success and only a few have been disappointing.
However, that is the way it is.
I have been privileged to work with many staff members who have helped
make teaching and administration a pleasure.
The time has arrived when industrial arts and vocational education are being
recognized for their importance in public education and our economics
structure. Even the vice president so indicated recently.
The staff of the School of Industrial Arts and Technology has spent much time
and energy in updating courses and curricula to meet the new needs of
industrial arts and occupational education. As with all types of education,
occupational education needs good teachers. Attempting to provide same
has been the principle goal of the Department of Industrial Arts since its
inception.
Through these years, the college and university administrations at Eastern
have always dealt fairly with the so-called practical arts. Current support is
good.
So, in bringing my career to a close, it is done with a sense of satisfaction, not
that we have solved all the problems, but in that we have worked at it
consistently throug~ the years and believe we have made some progress.
Arthur Brisbane once said, "The dictionary is the only place where success
comes before work."
So in closing, I would like to quote from Walter Heiby:
"Beware of a great human weakness--that of keeping a
receptive mind to those negative thinkers who offer us their
brand of mental disease. Let's seek the company of those who
look on the bright side of things--those who know good things
are possible--those who work to make good things come true
instead of reciting reasons why these things cannot be
achieved."
Walter A. Klehm
Eastern Illinois University
1938-1970
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